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Britain was finally separated from the con-
tinent towards the close of the Glacial pe-
riod, the species are less numerous than on
the continent. One bird at least, the red
grouse of Scotland, is a distinct species, and
several species of trout and char are peculiar

of which coincides with the center of th(
?phere. The equator and the meridian and
ecliptic circles are 'great circles' on the globe.
The shortest distance between any two points
on the surface of a sphere lies along the arc
of a srreat circle which passes through the

to Great Britain. Of insects there are many places. Unless both places be on the equator,
odd species and varieties. The only large wild i or on the same meridian, such a great cir-
animals are the red deer in Scotland and Ex- ! cle cuts the successive meridians at varying
moor, the fallow deer, and one or two herds I angles, so that its compass-bearing is con-
of wild cattle preserved in private parks. The ' tinually changing. If such a course along a
fox, hare, rabbit, and squirrel are found j great circle be plotted out on a chart on
everywhere; the badger and the otter are be- Mercator's projection, it will be found that
coming rare.                                                    the course is represented by a line which

The flora also is on the whole of a Euro- curves to the polar side of the rhumb line,
pean type, and consists of about 1,500 spe- ' or the straight line joining the two places on
cies of flowering plants, and perhaps twice j the chart. That point of "the curve which is
as many cryptogams. Still, there are several 1 nearest to the pole is called the 'vertex,* and
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non-European forms, of which three are
American species. The chief indigenous trees
are the oak and beech, and the Scotch fir and
birch on the higher grounds and in the north.
Alpine forms occur in the higher parts of
the mountains. Dairy-farming flourishes most
in the central plain and Cheshire, grazing in
Yorkshire and Scotland. The Highlands of
Scotland, the Lake District, and part of
Wales consist to a large extent of bare hills,
with scanty pasturage for sheep or deer, and
valleys where a few cattle can graze. Forests
now cover only four per cent, of the surface.

Great Britain & Northern Ireland,
United Kingdom of, is composed of the
main island of Great Britain, numerous small
surrounding islands, and the six northeastern
counties of Ireland. See ENGLAND AND WALES ;
SCOTLAND; ULSTER; CHANNEL ISLANDS; BRIT*
ISH EMPIRE.

Great Circle Sailing. A *great circle',on
the surface of a sphere is a circle the center

that which is farthest from the rhumb line
is called the 'point of maximum separation.'
The method by which a vessel is navi-
gated along the arc of a great circle is called
'great circle sailing/ The difficulties present-
ed by the computations in great circle sail-
ing have been reduced to a minimum for or-
dinary navigators by the invention of ingen-
ious devices whereby charts are prepared on
what is known as the gnomonic projection,
and use is made of great circle protractors,
the sphereograph and other instruments.
Great Dane, or Boarhound, a large dog
of ancient type, formerly used as a protector
of property and persons as well as a hunter.
The Great Dane is a huge, powerful animal,
brindled tan with black spots or stripes,
whole-colored in various shades of fawn,
or white with spots of black. It stands at
least 30 inches high and weighs from 140 to
i So pounds. The animal has a naturally
docile disposition but if uncontrolled may be